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Question Time: True bipartisanship 
Would you allow your child to marry across party lines? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 
and Facebook accounts. ] 


A recent study published in Public Opinion Quarterly by Shanto Iyengar, 
Gaurav Sood and Yphtach Lelkes of Stanford University’s Political 
Communication Lab raised some interesting questions regarding interfamily 


political relations. 


“In 1960, 5 percent of Republicans and 4 percent of Democrats said that 
they would feel ‘displeased’ if their son or daughter married outside their 
political party,” reported Cass R. Sunstein of Bloomberg View Sept. 22. “By 


2010, those numbers had reached 49 percent and 33 percent.” 


So, we wanted to know: “If your son or daughter wanted to marry someone 


of a different political persuasion than you, how would you react? Why?” 


Who cares? 


“Who cares as long as they treat my son the way he deserves and he [does] 
the same with her. Not everyone can have the same views and beliefs as I 


do.” — Helen Perry 


“Most people are politically different than me. I have no room to be picky.” 


— Kristine Niessen Hitt 


“WE have different political views! It's all about respecting the other 
person’s opinion and not needing them to agree with you 100 percent. And 


knowing when to drop the subject.” — Tarina Ryan Wills 


I care, that’s who 


“Oh my God! No! Never marry out of your political party!” — Jamie 


Michael 


“T say you have to have the same values, and different sides of the fence 


[have] way different values.” — Julie Satterfield 


“Nowadays you have to look at what you’re getting involved in. A Democrat 


will take from ya. Who wants to be married to one of those!” — Tricia Dick 


Our answers 


“As long as he likes the right football team we’ll get along fine.” — Steve 


Mullen 


“T don't believe I'd mind any child of mine marrying someone of a different 

political persuasion. What matters more is the attitude with which politics is 
approached — and how one treats those on the opposite side of the aisle. An 
open mind to valid critiques of one's own political views and a willingness to 


admit the truth in another's are a must.” — Sarah Einselen 


“Sure, if I hated my child’s betrothed anyway, I'd be like, ‘Yeah, AND 
they’re a [fill in the blank.]’ But I’m used to being the political minority most 
of the time anyway, so my life would be much smaller and sadder if I tried 
to wall my family off from the rest of the world based on just that. You have 
to judge people on a fuller picture to get a true sense of who they are. Some 
of the people I dislike the most have nearly identical political views to 
myself, so that one factor alone doesn’t really say much about people as a 


whole.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


